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Equilibrium
Zoe Gougousidis

Equilibrium was composed by Zoe Gougousidis in 2022, and was commissioned by the Kuringai Youth Orchestra.

The world premiere of the piece occurred on the 26th of June 2022 at the orchestra's concert 'Old and New',

conducted by the musical director Brad Lucas.

It took place at the Peter Duly Concert Hall in Wahroonga, Sydney.

Duration: c. 7 minutes.

This score is a transposing score.

Performance and Programme Note:

Equilibrium is the state that occurs when two opposing forces reach a balance - this is an extremely important process, which can 
be seen throughout the natural and scientific worlds . Equilibrium aims to represent

this process musically, through the use of three contrasting themes.

The first theme is a lyrical and calm passage that represents balance and equilibrium, featuring a fanfare-like

trumpet line, with sustained undertones from other parts of the orchestra.

This is disrupted by a second theme - a fast and energetic passage that acts as one of two opposing forces.

This section aims for a bright and upbeat sound, becoming more manic as the section continues.

This then returns to the first calm theme, once again reaching equilibrium.

This continues, with some sonorous brass and woodwind passages and solos from the bassoon and cello.

This is once again interrupted - this time, by the second opposing force. A slow, brooding and

powerful section that acts as the opposite of the fast section in both style and feel.

It features the pounding low end of the orchestra and march-like percussion, as well as some solo and sectional

features throughout. A minor key and dissonant harmonies are used to create contrast between the two opposing themes.
This then finally returns to the equilibrium theme, ending the piece with powerful chords utilising the

entire sound of the orchestra. The equilibrium theme incorporates motifs from the other two sections as the piece continues, 
representing that to reach equilibrium, the two opposing forces must be balanced.

In addition to this, the piece takes inspiration from cinematic music, as well as aiming to provide

ample playing time for every musician, including numerous opportunities for solo and section features.
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